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KNOX COUNTY LAWYER CENSURED

On February 26, 2015, Steven Edward Sams, an attorney licensed to practice law in Tennessee, received

a Public Censure from the Board of Professional Responsibility of the Tennessee Supreme Court.

After being temporarily suspended from the practice of law, Mr. Sarns engaged in the unauthorized

practice of law by entering into an engagement agreement with a client in an immigration asylum case. Mr.

Sams misled the client by representing that he was working on an appeal in the asylum case. The client

discovered that no appeal had been timely filed and that Mr. Sams’ license to practice law had been suspended.

On November 26, 2014, Mr. Sams was disbarred for misconduct in an unrelated case.

By these acts, Steven Edward Sams has violated Rules of Professional Conduct 1.3 (diligence), 1.4

(communication), 1.16 (terminating representation), and 5.5 (unauthorized practice of law), and is hereby

Publicly Censured for these Violations.

A Public Censure is a rebuke and warning to the attorney, but it does not affect the attorney’s ability to

practice law.
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The above complaint was filed against Steven Edward Saws, #22560, an attorncy

licensed tc practice law in Tcnncsscc, alleging certain acts of misconduct. Pursuant to Tenn

Sup. Ct. R. 9 this: Board of Professional Responsibility ccnsldc:ed this matter at its meeting on

Dcccmber12,2014.

After being temporarily suspended from the practiceof law, the Respondent antercci into

an cngagcmcut agrcemcnt with a client in an immigration asylum case. The Respondent misled

this client by representing that in: was wcrking on an appeal in thc asylum case. The client '

disccwred that no appeal had been timcly filed and that the Respondent’s liccnsc to practice law

had been suspended. On November 26, 2014, the Rcspcmicnt was disbarred for misconduct in

an um'clatcd case. '

By thcscl acts, Steven-Edward Sums has vicictcd Rules of Professional Conduct 1.4

(communication), 1.3 (diligence), 5.5 (unauthorized practice of law), and 1.16 (terminating

representation), and is hcrcby Pubilcly Ccnsured for these. violations.

FOR THE BOARD OF

PROFESSIONAL RES ONSIBILITY

41%{Zw/é/( V

/'6hael King, Chair I 0

£5? “a? l? 7.3? Q [5)

ate

 


