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CAMPBELL COUNTY LAWYER CENSURED

On July 9, 2015, Clement Dale Potter, an attorney licensed to practice law in Tennessee, received a

Public Censure from the Board of Professional Responsibility of the Tennessee Supreme Court.

In 2012, Mr. Potter, an assistant public defender, gave his client, who was a criminal defendant charged
with attempted rape, incorrect advice regarding the requirements of the sex offender registry and lifetime
community suspension. Thus, Mr. Potter failed to take reasonable steps to ensure that his client had all of the
relevant information needed to make an intelligent decision as to whether to plead guilty. Based on Mr, Potter’s

erroneous advice, the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals allowed his client to withdraw his guilty plea.

By these acts, Mr. Potter has violated Rule of Professional Conduct 1.1 (competence), 1.3 (diligence)

and 1.4 (communication), and is hereby Publicly Censured for these violation(s).

A Public Censure is a rebuke and warning to the attorney, but it does not affect the attorney’s ability to

practice law.
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PUBLIC CENSURE

The above camplaint was filed against Clement Dale Potter, # 12757, an sattorney
leensed to practice law in Tennesses, aﬁeg’ing certain acts of misconduct, Pursuant to Tenn,
Sup. Ct. R. 9, the Board of Professional Responsibility considered these matters at its meeting on
June 12,2015,

In 2012, Mr. Potter, an assistant ‘publ‘ic defender, represented a defendant in 4 oriminal
case in which he was éhargcd with attempted rape. As Mr. Potter was advising his cliént as to
whether to plead guilty, Mr. Potter gave mcorrect ‘advice regafding tﬁe requirements of the sex
offender rogistey amé Tifetime commumty suspension. Thus, Mr. Potter failed to take reasonable
steps to engure “%hat s client had all of the relevant mfafmatlon needed to make an wtelligent
dﬁmsmn as fo whether to plead guﬂty Based on Mr. Potler’s erroneous advice, the Tennessee
Courtof Critminal Appeals allowed his client to w1thdraw his guilty piﬁd

By the aforementioned acts, Mr. Polter has violated Rule of Professional Conduct 1.1
{%:dmpa%ﬁn%}? 1.3 (dﬁigﬁma) and 1.4 (communication) and is herchy Publicly Censured for
these violation(s), ' -
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