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KNOXVILLE LAWYER SUSPENDED

On Januvary 31, 201 [, the Tennessee Supreme Court temporarily suspended the law license of Keith A,
Pope, a Knoxville attorney, pursuant to Section 4.3 of Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 9. The Board of
Professional Responsibility petitioned the Court to temporarily suspend Mr. Pope’s law license because of his

failure to comply with his Tennessee Lawyers Assistance Program (TLAP) Monitoring Agreement.

Pursuant to Rule 9, Section 4.3, Mr. Pope cannot accept new clignts or undertake any new
representation, e may represent existing clients for thirty (30) days, after which he cannot represent them
unless the temporary suspension has been dissolved. Mr, Pope has made application with the Tennessee
Supreme Court requesting a dissolution or modification of the temporary suspension order, Based upon Mr.
Pope's application, a hearing to consider whether the suspension should be continued, modified or dissolved

will be conducted before a panel consisting of members of the Board of Professional Responsibility,

Pope 2002-2 rel.doc.
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ORDER OF TEMPORARY SUSPENSION

This matter is before the Court upon & Petition of the Board of Professional
Respousibility of the Supreme Court of Tennesses, by and through Disciplinary Counsel, for
the temporary susgpension of Keith A, Pope, from the prastive of law, pursuant to Section 4.3
of Supreme Court Rule 9. The Petition has been authorized by the Chair of the Board of
Professional Responsibility and is supported by the affidavit of Laure Gatrell, Bxeoutive
Ditector of Tennessse Lawyers’ Assistance Progeam (TLAP).

Based upon the Petition, and the affidavit of T.aura Gatrell, the Court finds that Keith
A. Popo, Respondent, has fafled to comply with his TLAP monitoring agreement, This
failure appoars distinet from fhe specific admission of relapse noted in the December 23,
2010 petition, Although this relapse may have occurred before the Order Imposing
Temporary Conditions of Probation was entered January 5, 2011, if'true, it may constitute a
violatton of the terms of both the July 8, 2010 Order and the January 5, 2011 Order,

I, thoroforo, ORDERID, ADJUDGED ssd DECREED by the Coutt:

1, That Keith A, Pope s hereby temporatily suspended fmm the practice of law as
provided ln Section 4.3 of Supreme Court Ruls 9,

2. That Keith A, Pope comply with Supreme Court Rule 9 in all respests, and
particulatly as provided in Section 18§,

3, ThatKeith A, Pope’s January 25, 2011 Answer and Motion to Dismiss Petition
for Temporary Suspension shall be treated as an application for dissolution or medification of
this Order as provided in Suprerie Court Ruls 9. Section 4.3 requires an immediate heating
before the Board of Professional Responsibility or an appropriately-constituted Panel, with
the Penel to submit its report and recommendation to the Court “with the vtmost speed
congistent with due process”,




4,  That the Board take appropriate steps to comply with Supreme Court Rule 9,
Section 4.3, This Court will not take action until the report and recommendatton of the Panel
is received.

5. That the Board of Professional Respousibility shall cause notice of this
suspension of IZeith A, Pope, o be published as required by Supreme Court Rule 9,

FOR THE COURT:

CORNELIA A, CLARK
CHIEF JUSTICE
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