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KNOXVILLE LAWYER REINSTATED BY SUPREMIS COURT

Keith A. Pope, a Knoxville attorney, has been reinstated to the practice of law by Order of the
Tennessee Supreme Court entered March 9, 2011. Mr. Pope was temporarily suspended from the practice of
law by Order of the Supreme Court on January 31, 2011, for noncompliance with his Tennessee Lawyers’
Assistance Program (TLAP) Monitoring Agreement. Mr. Pope filed a Motion to Dismiss Petition for
Temporary Suspension. On March 4, 2011, a Hearing Panel entered a recommendation that the temporary
suspension be dissolved with the following conditions: (1) Mr. Pope shall submit to hair tests at least every two
(2) months; and (2) Mr. Pope shall continue counseling in addition to the requirements of Mr, Pope’s current
TLAP monitoring contract. The temporary suspension was dissolved subject to the above conditions pursuant

to the Supreme Court’s Order of March 9, 2011,
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On January 31, 2011, the Court entered an Order of Temporary Suspension
suspending Keith A. Pope pursuant to Section 4.3 of Supreme Court Rule 9 due to Mr.
Pope’s noncompliance with his Tennessee Lawyer’s Assistance Program (TLAP) Monitoring
Agreement.

On March 2, 2011, a hearing was conducted before a three-member Hearing Panel of
the Board of Professional Responsibility, On March 4, 2011, the Hearing Panel entered its
Order rccomrnendmg that the temporary suspension be dissolved subject to conditions
outlined in the Hearing Panel’s Order, A copy of the Order is attached hereto and
incorporated herein by reference.

It is, therefore, ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED by the Court:

_ L. The temporary suspension imposed upon Keith A, Pope by Order of Temporary
Suspension filed January 31, 2011, is hereby digsolved and Keith A. Pope is reinstated to the
practice of law subject to the following conditions:

a) Keith A, Pope shall submit to hair tests at least every two (2) months; and

b) Keith A. Pope shall continue counseling in addition to the requirements of his
current TLAP Menitoring Agrc,c,mcnt

2. Mz, Pope shall retmburse and pay to the Board of Professional Responsibility
the costs and expenses of this proceeding in the amount $1,007.00 and, in addition, shall pay
to the Clerk of this Count the costs incurred herein, for all of which execution shall issue, if
necessary. o

FOR THE COURT:

CORNELIA A. CLARK.
CHIEF JUSTICE

AT CLemg,
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REPORTT AND RECOMMENDATION OF
THE HEARING PANEL

On M areh 2. 2011, pursuant 1o Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 9, Section 4.3, & heaving
panel heard Keith A. Pope's appllt:s-u!(;n for diggolution of the Order of Temporary Suspension
Mied Jabuary 31200 1. The hearing panel consisted ol Wade V, Davies, William C, Bovender.

~and Cur) P, i;flc P, e Pope was presemt ‘..md was represenied by counsel, Jere Ownby, The
| Board was represented by Di:.‘;scipiinnv:,' Counsel, Sandy Garretl.

Pursuant 1o Rule 9. Seciion 4.3, he punel unanimously finds that Mr, Pope mel his
burden of showing good enuse for the dissolution of the temporaty suspension, -

[t 15 the recommendation of the punet that the tlemporary suspension be dissolved upon
the following conditions:

R That Mr, Pope's current moniloring agreement with the Tennessee
Lawyers Assislance Program be amended to require haie testing at least every two months:
3 That Mr, Pope’s TLAP monitoring apreement be amended 0 reqguire

continued psyehalogivad counseling ol luast one session every three weeks,




Alter hearing approximately three houes of preof, the punel finds that because of Mr,
Pope’s effors in his recovery i}z'ogrnm. beeause of the strict monitoving requirements ol the
Tennessee Luwyers Assisiance Program, and bevause ol the support system In place, Mr, Pope
does not pose a danger to himselt. his clients, (he public, or the judicial system.

Furdher, the panel Tinds that Me Pope hus 'nm’ violaed his Count’s Order Imposing
temporary conditions ol probation entered January 3. 2011,

- Becuuse of the strict monitoving requivements imposed by Mr, Pope’s TLAP agreement

and the recommended heir testing, coupled with random diug sercens, it is unlikely that M,

- Pope could relopse without the Board quickly being made aware of the problem in ovder w0
petition (o suspension,

At the hearing. Ted Rlee, the Deputy Director of TLAP. described Mr, Pape’s efflors
worlking wilh. TLAP In trecament, Mr, Pope selfieported a brict relapse i1.1 Qctaber 2010 us well
us an instance of consuming aleohal in November 2010, M, Rice deseribed the effors taken by
TLAP 1o assist M, Pope after bis Qctober relapse, Among other things, Mr, Pope énmp]etect
out-paliem treaimient gt Bradbord. Based on the TLAP monitoring. Mr. Rice was able o siate
with relative cerlainty that there s not been & covaine relapse since Qctober 2010.

The current TLAP agrecment was placed in the record.  Among other things, the
agreesnent requires Mr. Pope to abstain Trom ali moed altering substances. 1o take random drg
seveens of which he would have no notiee unti the day that they are adiminisiered. 1o attend ithiee
self-help sessions per week, 1o atiend the Lawyvers in Recovery meeting every week. 1o keep a
calendar ol hiy recovery ellorls, 1o take part in the annual TLAP retreal, to receive regular
counseling. and 1o meet fiwe-w-ee with s TLAY comsehor,

In fael, Mr, Pope has been attending some form of reatment wr counseling almost every

day,




Inder the terms of Mr, Pope™s current agreement. Mr. Pope knews that TLAP has no
discretion. 11 there is n relapse of any kind, TLAP will report the conduet to the Board of
Prul‘gsxiunnl Ruesponsibility,

M Riea™s dmninn is that Mr, Pope is nat currently o dinger to himself, o the public or
10 eliznts,

Significomly. VLAR has not been made nware of Mr, Pope fniling in his obligations 1o his
chients while under his current obligations t;:: TLAP,

Bevause ol the length of time that substances remain in one’s hair. haiy (esting every
other manth i sullicient o deiect a violation. particularly ;vhen coupled with wrine drug
screenings during the month, Mr. Rice agreed that a requirement ol hair testing should be added
10 Mr, Pope’s agreement.

The Manorable Stan Brigps. Magistme in the K'm'm County luvenile Coun.
testified on Mr, Pope’s behalll Mr. Pope has uppeared repularly betore Magistrate Briggs for
approximately twenty vears, Magisiate Bripgs appoints Mr. Pope 1o dhzons of eases saeh vear
to represent parents in child supportagtions, Me gives Mr. Pope diffieult ¢cages because M, Pope
tdeals well with dilTicull people and works cases harder than others on the appoiniment list, In
Magisirale Bripgs's opinion, Me. Pope has never appenred lo be impaired whi]c representing a

elient and huy never missed court ag o result of impaitent,

Keovin TelTeteller. the Legal Direstor of the Knox County Child Support office. testified

that he has participated in hundreds of lawsuits in which Mr, Pope has represented parents in
ections that were braught by the Child Support officc. In his opinion Mr. Pope-has never missed
a henring. never appearcd unprepared and never appeared 1o he impaired,  Additonalfy. M.

TelTeteller tesvitiod that he supervised five other atormeys who deal with Me. Pope, and no one
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on the Child Suppurt stalt had ever reported any instance of absgnce. unpreparedness or
' iniox?cmion.

Steve Sharp. o Knox County aflorney who has known Mr, Pope lor opproximalely twenty
vears. testilied that he sees Mr, Pope i court or speaks 10 him on an almost daily basis, They are
both professional coblengues and fiiends, M. Sharp lestilied that there s no doubt in his mind
that Me. ]’m'at: i curenty compliant with his treaument, Mr. Shap testifiod that e knows M.
Paope so well that he can tell almost immedintely 51" Mr. Pope bns relapsed, In rey, i 2010, M.
Sharp hecﬁme coneerned about My, Pope and reported his conduct to the Board. M. Shatp
stated hat he would have no hesliation about reporting M, Pope again, |

In addition, Mr, Pope subimilled competiing iesilnmny regarding his assisiing others in
trostment. This icluded the tesitmony of an attomey that M, Pope had helped get in the TLAP
[PrOZIam SN OF $oVen Years ago, The attamney stated that Mr, Pope saved his career and even
driven him Lo a beatment facility,

M, Pope also presented testimony of clients wha lesiified as (o hig 1og;ﬂ dedication and
compelence,

Pr, Worley Fain, a licensed psychologist with expertise }11 wreating addiction, deseribed
his counseling with Mr. Pope over several yews ond opined that Mr, Pope shows n penuine
commitment fo his recovery program at this time, He does not believe that Mr. Pope is a danger
to himsell, the clients, or the genernl public,

Dr. Fain would recommend conttnued therapy in nddition o the requirements of the

eurrent comtrpet, D Fain alsa ngreed thut huie tests should be performed every 1w 1w three

maonths and opincd that those 1e8ix eamnot be deleaied,
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Mr. Pope testitied and described the seriousness with which he is enpuged in his currem

treatment program. Additionally. his wile testified and confirmed his level of commitment since

he acknowledyed relapse in October 2010,

Based v the compelling testimueny wad the elions of FLAP, including comprehensive

reatment and monitering, e panel members. as well us the pardes. agree © the
recammendation that the Order of Temporary Suspension be lifted on the conditions that M,

Pope submit to bair testing al lenst every two months and contibued counseling in addition o the

requirements ol his ¢urrent TLAR conruet,

Respeetfully submiuted this dth day of March, 2011,
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WADE V. DAVIES
Heaving Panet Chair
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