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KNOXVILLE LAWYER REINSTATED BY SUPREME COURT

Keith A. Pope, a Knoxville attorney, has been reinstated to the practice of law by Order of the

Tennessee Supreme Court entered March 9, 2011. Mr. Pope was temporarily suspended from the practice of

law by Order of the Supreme Court on January 31, 2011, for noncompliance with his Tennessee Lawyers’

Assistance Program (TLAP) Monitoring Agreement. Mr. Pope filed a Motion to Dismiss Petition for

Temporary Suspension. On March 4, 2011, a Hearing Panel entered a recommendation that the temporary

suspension be dissolved with the following conditions: (1) Mr. Pope shall submit to hair tests at least every two

(2) months; and (2) Mr. Pope shall continue counseling in addition to the requirements of Mr. Pope’s current

TLAP monitoring contract. The temporary suspension was dissolved subject to the above conditions pursuant

to the Supreme Court’s Order of March 9, 2011.
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ORDER

On January 31, 2.011, the Court entered an ‘Order of Temporary Suspension

suspending Keith A. Pope pursuant to Section 4.3. of Supreme Court Rule 9 due to Mr.

Pope’s noncompliance with his Tennessee Lawyer’s Assistance Program (TLAP) Monitoring

Agreement.

011 March 2, 2011, shearing was conducted before a threemernber Hearing Panel of

the Board of Professional Responsibility. On March 4, 2011, the Hearing Panel entered its

lOrder recommending that the temporary suspension be dissolved subject to conditions

outlined in the Hearing Panel’s Order Acopy of the Order is attached hereto and

incorporated herein by reference.

It is, therefore, ORDERED,ADJUDGED and DEGREE!) by the Court:

_ 1 . The temporary suspension imposed upon KeithA. Pope by Order ofTemporary

Suspension tiled January 31, 201 1, is hereby dissolved and Keith A. Pope is reinstated to the

practice of law subject to the following conditions:

a) Keith A. Pope shall submit to hair tests at least every two (2) months; and

13) Keith A. Pope shall continue counseling in addition to the requirements of his

current TLAP Monitoring Agreenient.

2. Mr. Pope shall reimburse and pay to the BoardofProfessional Responsibility

the costs and expenses ofthis proceeding in the amount $1,007 .00 and, in addition, shall pay

to the Clerk; ofthis Court the costs incurred herein, for all ofwhich execution shall issue, if

necessary. ' ‘

FOR THE COURT:

CORNELIA A. CLARK

CHIEF JUSTICE
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REPORT AND RECOMMENDA'I'ION OF

THE HEARING PANEL -

 

On Merelt 2, 201 l. pursuant to "l‘ennestsee Supreme Court Rule t9é Section 4.3. a hearing

panel her-1rd Keith A. Pene'e ttppilentlen for dissolution el’the Order er‘ Temporary Suspensien

filed January 31. 20! l. The hearing penel consisted el‘ Wilde V. Davies. William C. J‘sevender.

- end Carl F. hrchennld. Mr. Pope was present end wee represented by counsel, Jere Ownby. 'l‘he

I Board was represented by Diticipllnnry Counsel, Sandy Garrett.

Pursuant to Rule 9. Section 4.3. the pnnel unanimously finds that Mr. Pepe met his

burden oi‘showing good entree For the dissolution el‘the temperater suspension. -'

It is the reenmmendetien of the panel that the temperar)‘ sits-pension be dissolved upon

the Following conditions:

I. That Mr. Pope's eiirrent monitoring agreement with the 'i'enrteeeee

Let-ryers Aesielnnee Pl'llgl'flm be amended to require hair testing at least every two months:

2. That Mr. Pepe‘e ’l'leAl’ monitoring agreement be amended to require

continued psytfl‘tulugilstli eeunseline ut' at least one seenien every three necks.
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After hearing approximately three hours oi‘ proof. the aanol finds that because at" Mr.

Pope‘s efforts in his recovery throat-am. because oi‘ the strict t'aoaitor‘tttt__I requirements ol‘ the

’l‘enaesree Lil\\-’)’Gl‘i§ Assistance l-it‘ograra. and because ol‘ the support system in place. Mr. Pope

does aotpoae a danger to himself. his elieatst the public. or the judicial system.

Further. the patio! Iindr. that Mr. Pope has lint violated this Court‘s Order imposing

temporary conditions oi‘probatioa entered January 5. ROI 1.

‘ Because oi" the strict monitoring reqttit'ements imposed by ‘Mr. Popcie TLAP agreement

and the recommended hair testing. coupled with random drug screens. it is unlikely thut Mr.

- Pope could relapse without the Board quickly being mode aware ol‘ the problem in order to

petition for suspension.

At the hearing. Ted Rice. the Deputy Director at" TL‘AP. described Mr. Pope‘s et‘l’arte

working with "Ila/XI} itt tt'cattttottt. Mr. Pope selilrcaarled a hriet‘ relapse la October 2010 as well

as an instance ol'eonsumiaa alcohol in .‘i‘ot’emher 20]th Mr. Rice described the ot‘l‘orts taken by

‘l‘LAP to assist Mr. Pope after hill Oetoher relapae. Among other things. Mr. Pope ortmpleted

our-patient treatment at Bratil‘ord. Based on the TLAP monitoring. Mr. Rice was able to state

with relative certainty that there has not been a cocaine relapse since Oetolret‘ 2010.

The current ”FLAP ttgroomeat was platted in the record. Among other things, the

agreement requires Mr. Pope to abstain from all tt‘tood altering substances. to take random drug

screens ol'whioh he would have no notice until the Llil)‘ that they are tttltaioiStered. to attend three

Sel'Fwi'tt-tlp seSSimtS per week. to attend the Lawyera in Recovery meeting every week. to keep a

calendar a!” his recovery eli'orls. to take part in the annual 'l'LAP retreat, to receive regular

counseling. and to meet l’ttee—to—l‘aee with his 'l'l.r\l’ counselor.

In Fact. Mr. Pope has been attending some form ol‘treatatottt or counseling almost every

day.

 



indor the terms ol‘ Mr. Pope's current agreement. Mr. Pope knows that 'i’LAP has no

discretion. lt‘ there is a relapse 01’ any kind, 'I'LAP will report the conduct to the Board of

Professional Renponsihility.

.‘rlr. Rico‘s opinion is that Mr. Pope is not currently a danger to himself. to the public or

to clients.

Significantly. 't'lJtl’ has not been made aware 01‘ Mr. Pope Falling in hi}; obligations to his

clients while antler his current obligations to "FLAP.

Item-ruse ol‘ the length 01‘ time that substances; asthma in nne'a hair.hair testing every

other month ht sttl'lieient to detect a violation. particularly ivhea coupled with urine drug

screenings during tho month. M r. Rico agreed that a requirement ol‘hnlr testingshould he added

to Mr. Pope‘s; agreement.

The I-lnttorahle Stan Brigitta Magistrate in the Knox County Juvenile ICourt.

testified on Mr. Pope‘s hehail‘. Mr. Pope has upmarad regularly bel‘ore Magiétrate Briggs for

approximately twenty years. .‘vlaaistrate Briggs appoints Mr. Pope to dozens ol‘eaaea each year

to represent parents: in child support aetions. He gives Mr. l’ope difficult cases because Mr. 130p:

deals well with dil'lieall peoplo and works cases harder than others: on the appointment list. In

Magistrate Brigade opinion, Mr. Pope has aorta- appeared to be impaired while roproaenting a

.eliont and has never missed court as a result ol’impttirtnent,

l‘x'at'in 'I‘el‘l‘oteller. the Legal Director ol‘ the Knox Count)r Child Support ol’l’tce. testified '

that he has participated in hundreds ol" lawsuita in which ML Pope has: represented parents in

actions; that “were brought by the Child Support office. in his opinion Mr. l’opehaa never missed

a hearing. never app eared unprepared and never appeared to he impaired. f\t‘itiiiit)lmii}-'. Mr.

‘l'et‘t‘eteller testified that he supervised live other attorneys who deal with Nit: l’ope. and no one
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on the Child Sunnnrt stall" had ever reported any instance nl‘ absence. unpreparedness or

. intoxication.

Steve Sharp. n Knox County attorney who has known Mr. Pepe l'er ttppreuitnately twenty

years. testified that he sees Mr. Pun-e in court or speaks to him en an almost daily basis. 'l'itcy ere

both professional colleagues end friends. Mr. Sharp testified thttt there is no doubt in his mind

that Mr. Penn is currently enmnlittnt \t'itlt hie trcntment. .\-'lr. Shnrn reetilied that he ltnnwn .\|r.

Pepe .tn well that he "an tell ulnttntt immediately il‘ Mr. Pepe hnr. relnneed. in feet. in Et'litl. Mr.

Sharp hecnme concerned about Mr. .Pepe and reported his conduct to the Bent-d. Mr. Sharp

suited that he would have no lteslttttinn nbnut reporting Mr. linne again. .

in addition. Mr. Pope submitted compelling testimony regarding his nee'tsting others in

treatment. This included the testimony cl‘ nn nttnrney that Mr. Pope had helped get in the “AP

IDi'tigI'tlll'l six or sewn genre sign. 'i'he attorney etntecl that Mr. Pope tint-ed his career uncleven

driven him to it tteutmcnt Facility.

Mr. Pope tiled preeent'ed testimony ol’ clients; who testified its to his legit! dedicatinn and

competence.

Dr. \‘t’ertey Fain. a licensed psychelngint with expel-tine in treating addiction. described

his ceunseling with Mr. Pope ever Several years nnd opined thnt Mr. t‘nne shows It genuine

cemmittneni to his recovery program at this time. He does not believe that Mr. Pope is a danger

to himself. lite clients. or the genes-til public.

Dr. Fain would recommend continued therapy in ndditinn to the requirements of the

current contract. 131'. linin also ttgreed titttt Intir tests tthnuld he [)ti'll'fi‘ll'll'lfld every twn in three

months and opined than these tests ~nnnnt be defeated.
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Mr. Pope testified and described the seriousness with which he is engaged in his current

treatment pmgmm. Additionally. his wife testified and confirmed his level of unmanitmenl since

he uuhuowlectgcd relapse in October 2010.

Based nn the mmpcllittg testimtmy :tattt the uli‘m'ts ut' FLAP. including. cmttprL—hutmiw

treatment and mmtituring. the panel mcmhcrs. us mail us the p'ctl'lict-t. agree to the

recommendation that the Ot‘clcr Gt" Temporary Suspension be titted cm the conditions that Mr.

Pope submit to hair tcsting at lgttst M“\"¢l'-}' twu months and continued cmmseling in addition in the

requirements ul' his current 'i'l..:’\i’ contract.

Respectt‘uliy submitted this 4th day oi" March. '30 t t.
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