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MISSISSIPPI LAWYER DISBARRED

On December 28, 20] 1, the Tennessee Supreme Court entered an Order of reciprocal discipline

disbarring Vann F. Leonard from the practice of law in Tennessee.

The Board of Professional Responsibility tiled a petition for reciprocal discipline with the Tennessee

Supreme Court after the Supreme Court of Mississippi entered an Order Accepting Irrevocable Resignation

against Mr. Leonard which had the effect of revoking Mr. Leonard’s license to practice law in the State of

Mississippi and forever barring Mr. Leonard from seeking reinstatement to the practice of law in the State of

Mississippi. The Order of the Supreme Court of Mississippi is tantamount to disbarment in the State of

Tennessee.

Mr. Leonard must comply with Sections 18 and 19 of Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 9 regarding the

obligations and responsibilities of disbarred attorneys. He may apply for reinstatement of his Tennessee law

license after five ears and must a the Board’s costs and ex enses rior to reinstatement.Y
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ORDER

This matteris before the Court upon the Board of Professional Responsibility’s

Petition for Reciprocal Discipline pursuant to Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 9, § 17.

Oil-October 10, 2011, the Supreme Court entered a Notice for Mr. Leonard to show

cause, if any, Why reciprocal discipline tantamount to the disbarment from the practice of

law should not be imposed in Tennessee. By Order of the Supreme Court ofMississippi in

cause number 20103—2009, Mr. Leonard’s license to practice law in Mssissippi was

revoked and Mr. Leonard was forever barred from seeking reinstatement to the practice of

. law in the State of Mississippi. Mr. Leonard failed to respond to this Notice.

Therefore, after consideration of the entire file, the Court is of the opinion that the

Petition is well taken and the reciprocal discipline as requested by the Board of Professional

Responsibility is approved.

It is, therefore, ordered, adjudged, and decreed by the Court that:

(l) The Respondent, Venn F. Leonard, is disbarred from the practice of law in

Tennessee as similarly imposed by Order of the Supreme Court of Mississippi in cause

number 2010-32009. A copy of the Order ofthe Supreme Court of Mississippi is attached

to this Order as Exhibit A.

(2) Pursuant to Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 9, § 24.3, Mr. Leonard shall reimburse and pay

to. the Board of Professional Responsibility the costs and expenses of this proceeding in the

amount of $106.66; and, in addition, shall pay to the Clerk of this Court the costs incurred

herein, Within ninety (90) days of the entry of this Order, for all of which execution shall

issue, if necessary.



(3) The Board of Profsssibnal Responsibility shall cause notice ‘of this

suspension to be published in accordance with Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 9, § 18.10.

FOR THE COURT:

mumawas-
WILLIAM C. KOCH, IR, JUSTI *
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ORDERACCEPTING IRREVOCABLE RESIGNATION -

This matter is before the Complaint Tribunal on- the Notice of

Irrevooable Resignation C‘Notice”) tiled by Venn F. Leonefd (“ix/11,

Leonard”) pursuant to Rule 13.5 of the Roles of Discipline 1‘01 the

Mississippi State Bat (MED) and the Mississippi Bar’s (“the Bar”) Motion

to Accept Irrovooabie Resignation (‘Motion”). The Complaint Tribunal

fmds that (a) the Notice is in proper £01m and (bithe Bsi’s Motion is well

take11.Tbe Complaint Tribunal accepts Mr. Leonard’s irrevocable

resignation and grants the following relief:

MI. Leonard. filed a Notioo of Irrevoosbie Resignation with the Clerk .

of the .Suoreoie Court of Mississippi on July 22, 2011, The Bat filed a,

Motionto Accept Irrevocable Resignation the some clay.

Mr. Leonard’s Notice of lisrevocoble Resignation complies in. all

respects with Rule i05 MRD

Ml. Leonard acknowledged he has three outstsodiog disciplinsiy

matters against him: the instant Canoe No. 2010~B~ZO09 pending before this

Compisiof Tribunal and Docket Nos 10671—2 and 10—47142. pending, before

the Committee on Professional Resp. ssilbiiity.

The Bar has" certified that these are the only disoiplinmy matters

currently pen.dirig againstMr. Leonard as 01331113; 22, 2011.

[HIKE-I lB[T    

   A



Mr. Menard.has expressed his desire to not further defend these three -

disciplinary matters.

Upon the tende1ing of an irrevocable resignation hy an attorney and

pursuant to Rule 10.5, MRD, this Complaint T‘ribunel1s required to enter an

ordereeoepfingflreresigsettorrrevolorrg the attorneys hoense, and barring

forever thereafter the attorney’ 3 right to sesit reinstatement.

THEREFORE, effective homerfistely upon entry of this Order the

Comptsim: “111111111111 accepts the i11'e1rooah1e resignation-bf Venn F. Leonard;

revokes Mr Leonard’s tissues to process law111 fire State of Mississippi,

and forever bars Mr Leonard from seeking reinstatement to the practice law

in the State of Mtssissippi.

The Clerk of the Supreme Court of Mississippi (“We Clerk”) shall

immediately forward a new ofthis Order to each Party and to the Executive

 

Tiers11101311"The Mississtop-LBate—Pussumt—te—Relsteermfifilteelerkslfafl

also immediately forward an attested copy ofthis Order to the judges of the

Circuit, Chancery and. Countyr Courts ofMadison County, Mosrssippi, with

instruotions to the senior judges of each orthese courts to include s copy in

theminutes of each respective Court. '

The Clerk shall also forward an attested copy of this Order to the

judges of the Circuit Ghsneery and County 'Courts of Hinds Courts,r and

Rankin County, Mrssissippi. Additionally, the Clerk shall immediatély

forward an attested copy of this Opinion and Iudgmen‘t to the Clerks of (a)

the United. States Barfltruptoy Court for the Normern District ofMississippi

(13) the United. Strtes Benleuptey Court for the Southern District of

' Mlssnsrppi (e) theUnited States District Court for theNorthern District of

Mtssissippu (d) the United States Distrrot Court for the Southern Disttiot of



Wseiseippi; (e) ihe U11ited.Stetes Court of Appeals £01 ”the Fifth Circuit; (15)

the Supreme 001111 of the Unhecl States; and (g) the Supreme Court of

Tennessee:

The Complaint Tribuxial enj 131113 Mr. Leonard (a) from preofiehig law

111 the State of Wseiseippi, (F) hem holding 11111111111011”: as 11.11 aiiorney at-

law, from performing any legal eewioe for Ushers, (o) from eoeepiing any fee

direotly or indireetily for legal services to he performed for when}, (cl) from

eppeeiing es counsel or other representative oapeeity 111 any proceeding or’

court of the State of Mississippi. (e) 110111 appearing as counsel 1111: other

representative oepaei’cy before any ednflnietrative body or agency of the -

State of Mississippi, 21111163 from holding himself out to others or using his

name in any we 111 oonjmetion with the phrases “attorney at law,“

"attorney,“ "001111311101 at law" “counselor," or “lawyer"

TT...

811 1espeets

Bach membe1 of The T1ibunal has demonstrated his" 1113111111111 01‘ this

0111111 by affixing hie signeiuxe to duplicate original final pages ofthis Order

1.191111 511W?ihieBrfi:1::shallhmedielelymbiie—record“r1116

the 11011131111 of Cause No 23101-132009 ehalllikewise be a public 1eeorci1111 '



Each member of the Tribunal has demonmmted his; appfoval of this

Order by affixing his signamre to duplicate ofiginal final pages of this Order.

so ORDERED ADIUDGED AND DECREED thisthe V.eray of

'flflflém 201i.

flMCHACM—gflfl/

Presiding I11ng

 

VINCENT :r. CASTIGLIOLA

Tribunal Mamba;

 

 

ALWYN H. LUCKEY

Tribunal M61111)er



so ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREEI), this the. day of

2011. ' ' '

 

 

myGBMCHAEL M. TAYLOR

Presiding Judge

'VLEJ‘CENI‘ II. CASTIGLIOLA

, Tlibuual Mflmber

 

  

ALWYN BI. LUCKEY

Tribunal Member
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MUflwuub,

B51111? Reamer of tlw Tribunal has demonstrated his 511311101131 of this

0:53: byaffifing his siwaiuxe to duplicate original final pages ofthis 011111.

. 1 so11111241311313 1131013111111 1111:: 33111113111) this 1111 AKwday of

W101i
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