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INRE: MARTINLYNN HOWIE _ DOCKET NO. R-201-8-AJ
BPR #14120, Respondent >
An Attormey Licetised to :
Practice Law in Tennesseo
Dyer County)

JODGMENT OF THE HEARING PANEY,

This imatter came on for heating before a duly appointed Hewlng Pansl on March 5,
2014, upon a Petitlon for Relnstaterent fﬂﬁd o Octobar 14, 2013, by the Petitioner, Mastin
Lyml Howie and upon an Answer ‘io Paﬁtlan I'or Reiristatement filed by the Board of

" Professtonal Rﬁspnnsxbﬂzty (“Board™. Pxesem were Floyd 8. Flippin, Panel Chmr, Laogdon 8,

Unger, Panel Member; Rrendon O, Cnbson, Panel Member; Mattin Lyno Howie, Pc.tltlonﬁr;

Chatles 8, Kelly, 8r., Counsel for the Petitioner, and Alan D, Johnson, Disciplinary Coutxsai. The

Penel makes these findings and concfuslons,

FINDINGS OF FACT

Disciplinary History :

On September 7, 2010, a-Pétii:imAfm' Discipline was filed agatnst Mr. Howle consisting

of multiple complalnts, The majority of the compl‘aints‘aileged that Mr; Howie acoepted foes and

neglected the client’s cases and that he failed to communicate with the clients and the Board

Another t:omfylaint wasg based upon Mr, Howie’s failure to provide the Court with advance notice



before trial of his suspension for CLE aon-compliance.

' Mr. Howie failed to answor the Petition for Discipline and the Hearing Panel granted a
Motlonn for Default Judgment, On March 29, 2013, tht; Hearing Panel entered a Tudpment
suspending My, Howio 'folr fiva (5) yeats, retroactive to February 8, 201 1, and ordered hml t;) pay
restiiutmn o e1ght (8) clienis. The Panel aiao ordered, ag a condition of relnstaternent, that Mr.
Howie comply with recommendations of tha Tennessée Lawyel Asgistance Prograim (I‘LAI’) and

engage a practice monitor for one yeat afterr relbstatement,

Mz, Howie appe'ﬂad the Hearlng Panel Judgment and on March 27, 201 3 the Chancery

Cout entered a Tudgment affrming in pact and modifying the Haaring_i’anel Judgment. The

Chaneery Court modified My, Howle's suspension, and ordered that he be suspended for three

(3) years, with one (1) year served as an active suspension, refroactive to Febiuary 8, 2011, the

. date of his femporary suspension. The Hearing Panel’s Judgment was affiemed in all other

1'espects: On April 5, 20103, The Supreme Court enteted an order of enfm‘cemsn-t that approved

and adopted the Changcery Court Judgiment as atnended by consent.

I-‘etltion for Reinﬂatemeng

The parties filed a Joint Stipulation of Facts, and introduced exlibits cnnsisting of M

Howie's dlsciplinary history, proof of restitution, proof of compliance with Contiowing Tegal

Bducation and a Jetter of supgort from TLAP Executive Director, Laarg Mc('}lendoﬁ. Mr. Howie
presented testimotty from Dir. ¥ ohnnie M, Welch, Miily Worley, Howell Todd Taylor, John Tod
Newell and Gary Brainerd, S, ' " | |

Di. Welch served as. Mr. Howle’s. TLAP m‘nozﬁtor.énd testitied: that Mr, Howic had
achioved Iong—;naim sustained remission from chewnical dependonoy, Ms. Worley Is a lawyer

ljcenged to practice law in Tennessee and who has an office in Dyersburg, She offered testimony

s



relating fo Mr. Howie's rompetence 15 a lawyer, his recovery from alcohol abuse, his éood
reﬁutation in the community and that she has offered him an office if he is reinstated. ﬁowell
Todd Taylor {s an Assistant Pablio Defender who worked with Mr, Howie several years ago in
tﬁa Public Defonder’s office, M. Taylor testified that he haﬁ known Mr. Howle for
approximately 20 yeers in both a professional and personal capacity and fhat be has absarve& Mr,
Howie’s excellent work in coust. He also testified that he was awate of Mr. Howi¢’s problems
that led to his susponsion and hag seen his transformation since that time, Mr, Neﬁreli is Mr.
Howig’s AA spcnsof and testified that Mr. Howie responded .Well to the AA. proprain, has
religlously attendsd AA. meetings and hes been 4 s.tx“orlg contributing member of the local AA
‘ gi‘(:;ui). Tinally, M?. "Braiﬁerfi tostified that he hes known M. Howie for over 30 years and
considers him 'aé a second son, He }'eldtad to the Hearlhg Panel that Mr, Howie has trunsformed
himsgelf and is » ‘mronger, better petson for having gone through treatment, He testified that he
" would not hesitate to vetuin Mr. Howle ifhe ne;ded a lawyer, |

All of the witnesses msﬁﬁéd that Mt. Towie has the moral qualifications, competency
and leWg in the law and th‘afc {he resumption of practice of law in 'I‘anness;ee will not be
detrimental to the intégrity and standing of the bar or the admindstration of justice. Some of the
wilnegses -teétiﬁed that Mr. Howie’s tetutn to the practice of law will have a positive effect on
the inbagr‘ity of the bas ﬁe_causa it will demonstrate thet the bar has in plage the tools 1lecessafy to
as.si st lawyers-and suppott their efforts to be contributing members of the bar.

M, Howis 'i'estiﬁed fhat he acr;epts‘ oomplete responsibility for his actions and that he has
only himself to blame for his poor choices. He acknowledped the_}t the practice of law i3 a
stressful profession; 'ho'wévar,, ‘he testified that hig ability to deal with tho sixess iﬁ gtgaﬂy

improved as a result of his participation o AA. He has made restitution to all but three former



olients, and testified that he has not been able to ‘contact them despite gending letters, making

phone calls and using whataver means available to locate them, He testified that he has no

prr;blem paying them restitution if and when théy- are located, and will deposit the requisite

amount of regtitution into m teust account to be held for that purpose. Mr, Hcﬁie has worked

gince June 2013, assisting in the construction of house foundations, digging septic tanks and

similar work, eatning ten dollars‘;i*)er’ }Lom-. |
| . CONCLUSIONS OF LAY

Upen testimony of Petitioner, argument of counsal; evidence presented, and upon the

entire record in this cause, the Haaring‘ I’afnél finds that Mr, Howie has met his burden of

proving, by cleér and convineing ev‘ldmce., that he “has the naoral qnqliﬁcaﬁons, compeigncy and

learning in law required ‘I’;Dr &;athnisaion to practice law in this State and that the refumption of the

practice b’f Jawr within the State will not be dotrimental to the integrity eind standing of the bar or
the adnainistration of justice, or subversive o the pnblic intﬂrest,”. o

| 1T 18 THEREFORE QI{IJEMD A'S FOLLOWS:
1. The Heating Panel recomraends thet the Petitioner’s Peﬁti‘on for Reins;ﬂtefnent filéd
putsuast to Temy. Sup. CtL R..9, § 19, be pranted, and the following conditions ba
- placed vpon M. Howle: | _
a. Mr., Howie 18 to contlnue with kis Tennesses Lawyer Assisianm_ Program
Monitorii: g ﬁéremnent through May 16, 2015; |

b, Mr. Howisg ghall engage . practice monitor at ﬁis own expense who shall mest

with Mr, Howie on a monthly basis to review. basic ofﬁqe pmoédures such s:ua

- acheduling, mai.n‘ceﬁance of rase deadlines and the use of wiitlen comxh;micaﬁon.

The practice monifor shall send monthly reports of these meetings to Board. M.
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Howio shall seleck three potentiel practice monitors aud, on or before Apiil 11
2014, submit the names to the Board for fitwl epproval of a practive monitor,
Within thirty (30} days of entry of the Supreme Court’s Order of Reinstatemnent

Mr. Howie shall deposit the sum of §1,375.50 in the trust account of the practice

maonitor which amount represents the tmpaid restitwtion. The funds shall be

subject to T.C.A. § 66-29-101, eh seg, (Uniforn Dispositicmv of Unclaimed
Property Act).
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Brandon Q. Glbson, Hearing Panel Memibet

" SUBMITTED FOR ENTRY:

Alan D, Jobuson, BY
Diseiplinary Couns

Brontwood, TN 3’7027
(615) 695-0927



