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FWENGSOF FAQT, CQNCLUSIONS OF EAW AND JiIDGMENT

 

This matter cams on for hearing before a duly appointed Hearing 333%} an July 12, 2016

upon a Petiiizzm for Final lfiisaiplihe filed by the Board pursuant to Tam Sup. Ct. 'R. 9, § 22.

Present were, Panel Member’s I’hiilip Aada‘ew Wright, 31:, Kyle Sim-33 Heckman, and Anthony

Ensley Hagan; Ragpoadentj Caria Arm Kent Ferd; arid A. Russall "Wiilis, Biscipfiinary (1613:1331.

1)me statements at" coungel, evidence mammals and upcm the; entire record in this cause} the

Page} makes; the. failcwing findings and juégmmzt.

STATEMENT i3}? TEE CASE

On May 20, 2016, the Tennessee Supreme (3mm suspsndad Ms. Ford pursuant to Sectiou

22 of Tenn, 3, (“it R. 9 due is: Ms. Ford’s conviction entered in the Circuit-{3131131fm‘Ruthefibyd

County; invoiving a serious crime, theft 0f pmperty valued in amass; of 5811,00000 but less than

$I()1,(l)(',)().()0a in violation 0f T‘CA. $944403.

The May 20, 2016 Quiet raferrfid the matter to the, Board of meessienal Reigpmisibiliiy

for the: institution of 'fm'mal praceadings, Ancordingiy, a ¥?eti’ti0r1 fl}: Final. {Biscziplins was filed

 



in this cause on May 23, 2016 Ms. Ford fried a Response to Htition for Fina} Discipline on

June 6, 2016, admitting the allegations set forth in the Petition for Final Discipline,

W

Ms. Ford is an attomey who received her licensr: t0 practice law in Tennessee in 1990. On

May 5, 2016, Ms; Ford was found guiity ofthnfi of property (in excess cf $1,000,00 but less than

$10,000.00) in violation of '1‘. C. A. $944403. "Erwin npproxirnateiy rim/ember, 2012, through

August, 2013, Ms‘ Ford received a total of $11 1720 fi‘om the Tennnssee anartment of Children

Services for serving as foster parent fer her granddaughter; hex/vexing inn child aatuaiiy lived with

another couple for greater than fifty percent ofthe firm. Ms. Ford did not discinsn to the: ’i‘ennassee

Department: of Children Services that the child was not in her fhlltime physical. custody during tire

time Ms, Ferd accepted and retained paymentn from the Tennessen anamnent of Children

Services for suppnrt nfthn children.

On July 1, 2016, Ms, Ford was granted Indicini Diversion, placed on four (4) year‘s’

probation; ordernd to pay restitution '03“ $5,317.29 to the Tennessee Bepartmenr of Children

Services; and perform eight {8) hourn 0f community snrvicns each month.

Ms. Ford admirtnd and the Pane} finds the conviction for theft of property constitutes a

sericus crime as defined by Tenn. Sup. Ct; R. 9, § 2 (201.4), and pursuant 1:0 Tenn. Sup. (31:. R, 9, §

22, the Panel in charged with determining "the extnnr of. finai discipline to be impased upon Ms.

Ford.

The Pant-3i further findn the conduct; ofMs. Ford consists of fraud and‘thefi: and noncludes that ABA

Standard 311(3), recommending disbnrment, is the most appmpriate standard to apply in this

matter.

 



 

M3, Ford has prior disc-:iplirzary at‘fens’e consisting of aPrivate Informai Admonificm on Febmaiy 18,

1998, for fafiure to inform her client of a Imaring date; a Public Censure on {Bomber 31, 2002, for

failing to deposit 21 1’11ng fize in he: trust anmunt and daii'vering a bad check to the Clark for the

filing flag; and a Whats Informal Admonition on Novzzmber 13, 2003, for failing to act with

masanable diligencr: and prompmess in the representation ofher client.

Baged upan the preof presented, the Pang] finds several aggravafiflg fim’cors are prawn,

including a dishonest 03‘ seifish motive, a pattern of misconduct, substantial experienca in the

practice of iaw, refiisai to acimwwlfidgfi wrengfil} 1121mm of‘the canduct; and prim discipiinmy

ofiénses. Canveztsely, the: Panel also finds several mitigating circumstances are present; including

personal and family issues., timely good faith efiort to make restitutian or rectify the consequences

of bar actionsfi fiJH and flea diaclosure to the Board {bf Professional Responsibility and caaperative

attitude mward the proceedings, remerse and remoieness ofpstior discipiiflary offenses.

MGMENT

Accerdingly, it is the decision. of the Panel tha‘i Ms.- Ford shsuicl has suspended for a period

offour (4) years,

IT IE Si) ORDERED.
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NOTICE TO RESVGNDENT

Thig judgment may be appealed by filing a Petition for Review in the appwpriaie

Circuit or Chancery Court in accordance with Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 9, § 33.

CERTIFICATE 0F SERVECEQ

I certify that a copy ofthe ibmgoing Findings Offl‘act, Conclusiwzs QfILch am? flldgflwm

has been sent to Respondent, Carla Ann Kent Ford, by First £31335 U. S. Mail 1'0 I90. Box

332111, Murfi‘eesbom, Tennessee v 13342.11]. and handudelivemd m A. Russell Wii‘iis,

Disciplinary Counsel, on am; mas; {17V day 05in“? 2016.

Rita “Webb

Executive Secretary


