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MONROE COUNTY LAWYER CENSURED

On January 24, 2011, Joseph H. Crabtree, Jr., an aitorney licensed to practice law in Tennessee, received

a Public Censure from the Board of Professional Responsibility of the Tennessee Supreme Coutt.

Mr. Crabtree signed an agreed order without his client's permission which was filed in court, and he
failed to inform his client of the agreed order after he signed it. Mr, Crabtree did not inform his client that he
was required to be present for a hearing to determine the sanctions for failing to abide by the terms of the agreed

order. Mr. Crabtree later satisfied his obligations to his client and the opposing party.

By the aforementioned acts, Joseph H. Crabtree, Jr. has violated Rule of Professional Conduct 1,2
(scope of representation), 1.3 (diligence), 1.4 (communication), 3.3 {candor to the tribunal), and 8.4(d)

(misconduct) and is hereby Publicly Censured for these violations.

A Public Censure is a rebuke and warning to the attorney, but it does not affect the attorney’s ability to

practice law.

Crabtree 33082-3 rel.doc.
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PUBLIC CENSURE

The above complaint was filed against Joseph H. Crabiree, Jr., an atmrﬁey licenged to
practice law in Tennessee, alleging certain acts of miscondvet. Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule
9, the Board of Professional Respoasibility considered these matters at its meeting on December
10, 2010.

The Respondent represented the husband in a divorce case, The Respondent, without his
client's permission, signed an sgreed order which provided that the client wouid meet certain
financial obligations within five days, and, if he failed to do so, he would be considered in willful
contempt of cowrt. Not only did the Respondent not have his client’s permission to sign the
order, after he signed it, he did not inform his client of the order, Neither did he inform his client
that he was required to be present for a hearing to determine the sanctions for fail?ng to abide by
the terms of the agreed order.

By signing an agreed order without his client’s knowledge or permission, the Respondent
violated RPC 1.2 and 1.4. The Respondent continued in his violation of RPC 1.4 by failing to
inform his client of the existence of the order or the hearing date, which placed his ¢lient in

jeopardy of being held in contempt. By allowing the order to be submitted to the court, the



Respondent vialated RPC 3.3 because the order had not been agreed to by his client, All of the
aforementioned conduct by the Respondent was in viclation of RPC 8.4(d).

By the aforementioned facts, Joseph H. Crabtree, Jr. has violated Rule of Professional
Conduct 1.2 (scope of representation), i.3 (diiigence), 1.4 {communication}, 3.3 (candor to the
tribunal), and 8.4(d) (misconduct) and is hereby Publicly Censured for these violations.
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