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FORMER KINGSPORT ATTORNEY DISCIPLINED 

 

 On April 7, 2008, the Supreme Court of Tennessee entered an order relative to former Kingsport 

attorney, Richard Alan Counts, suspending his law license for 30 days.  Mr. Counts now resides in Florida. 

 

 On March 5, 1993, Mr. Counts transferred his law license to Disability Inactive Status.  This transfer 

halted any disciplinary proceeding as to Mr. Counts.  In 2004, Mr. Counts’ law license was returned to active 

status.  As a result, disciplinary complaints pending prior to March 5, 1993 were reactivated.  Mr. Counts 

subsequently filed a Conditional Guilty Plea to having charged an excessive fee prior to 1993.  The plea 

provided that Mr. Counts receive a thirty (30) day suspension, said suspension to be retroactive to the date on 

which his law license was transferred to Disability Inactive Status (March 5, 1993).  The Supreme Court’s  

April 7, 2008 order approved said plea. 

 

 Since the suspension was retroactive to March 5, 1993, Mr. Counts has therefore completed his 

suspension.  Supreme Court Rule 9 provides that reinstatement of a law license at the end of the term of 

suspension is automatic when the suspension is for a period less than one year.  Therefore, Mr. Counts is now 

able to continue to practice law. 
 

Counts 599-1 rel.doc 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE 

 

YOU MAY SUBSCRIBE TO RECEIVE INFORMATIONAL RELEASES, FORMAL ETHICS 

OPINIONS, NEWSLETTERS AND ANNUAL REPORTS ELECTRONICALLY BY SIGNING IN AT 

THE BOARD’S WEBSITE 
www.tbpr.org/Subscriptions 

 
 
 

1101 KERMIT DRIVE, SUITE 730 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37217 
TELEPHONE: (615) 361-7500 
       (800) 486-5714 
               FAX: (615) 367-2480 
          E-MAIL: ethics@tbpr.org 

         Website: www.tbpr.org 


