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BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILngéfi3,Ha.”in“

OF THE

SUFRIZME CGUR’I‘ OF TENNESSEE

  

IN RE: STEPHEN CHRISTQPEIER BROOKS, DOCKET NO. 2915~2494~7~AJ

'BZFR No. 29439, Respondent, a lawyer '

Licensed to practice in Tennessee

(Madam) County)

 

FINBINGS :0}? FAC'I‘ ANB CONCLUSXGNS {333‘ LAW

 

This matter came ta be haarci 011 March 1’7, 2017, for final heating on the Board of

Professional Respensibility’s (Board) Petition far Discipline beibre Tara-3m Marahaih Panel Chair,

Mathew Floyd, Panel Member arid Leanna Thoma, Farm: Member. Alan “D. Johnsw, Disciplinary

Counsel, appeared cm behalf {if the Board. Siegfllefl Christopher Snacks represented himseif,

STATEMENT OF TIEIE {EASE

Cm Sepiember 2, 2015, the Saprézme Court 0f Tmmessee issued an order pursuant 1:0

Tennesgae Supreme Court Rule 9, Section 22.2, 111301: a Natioe ofSubmission filed by Discipiinéry

(301111381 for 15118 Eom‘d ofProfessimal Responsibility consigting ofa ceriified 63pr ofthejudgment

entered June 25, 2015 in tiled/Circfiit 001111»er Madison County, Tennassee {h the matter of State

0f Tennéséec v. Stephen Christopher Brooks, demonstrating that Stephen Clu'istsphfir Breekzs, an

aiming}! licensed to practice law in Tennessee, has pleaded guilty to a crime, 128., violatien 0f

T.CE,A, 39-17418, simple pessassian Scheduie II Gamma and Vialation 0f T.C.A‘ 37-17425,

possession of pai‘apihemaiia. The: Court Ordered that the matter shall 66 it'rafen‘ed ta the Board far

whatevgr action this Board may deem warranted



On Saptember 29, 2015, the Beard filed: a petition for fiigcipiine against Stephen

Chrismpher Brogks. On January 15, .2016, Mr. Brooka filed a canditional guiltyplea puréuant to

Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 9, Section 24. On January 421, 2916, this Hearing Pane} of tbs

Board filed an order recommending appmval 9f the conditfional guilty plea» The Board appraved

"the Hearing Panel’s order rewmmending approval ofthe conditional guilty piea.

A Notice of Submission and Protocol Memorandum Was filgd with €113 Supreme Court on

February 8, 2016, by Disciplinary Cmmsel far tbs Board. {312 February 12, 20163 the Sammie:

Court 0&2 Tennsssee: issued 21?: order stating that the nutter was befgm théz com”: pursuant to

Tennessee Supreme Cguitt Rule 9, Sectimn 15.4, 11an #1 Notice (Sf Submigsion and Pmmca},

Memorandum filgd With the: Supreme (20111101; Febmary 8, 2016. Based upofi the court‘s cameras

regarding the combination 01“sz Brooks’ycriminal effemeg, his contixmad drug use} and his

dishmiasty before the trial 001.11% the mutt mjécted the iconditional guiity plea pursuant _ to

Tennaésee Smmme Court. Rule 93 Section 24, and refefmd egthis: matte}: t0 the 333%qu for furthm‘

proceedings cansistefit with this order.“

Mr. Broéks filed an answer ta the Petifion an March 21, 2016. The case; was trigd bafarre

this Hearing Pane} on May 38, 2616. The Hearing 19311631 filed Finding 6f Faét and Candusimzs 91‘.“

Law 0:131:an 3, 2016, and anteyed “an, Os’der on Beard 0f Profgssicmal Raspmgsibiiity’s Appiicatian

for Costs on August 3, 2016 ~ 4

[Fiéll'owmg expiratiou ft)!“ the time to appeai, tbs 802.1% suicamitteci a Proioeoi Mammmmd‘um

and 13113130366 0rder 9fEmfarcemem 10 £113 Tenfiessee Supg‘ame Cami. At that time, the 13mm had

ieanmd Raspondent had violated the. terms thjs probation in the Madiéox; Coumiy Ctiminal case

and had not (zomplied with his TLA'P mouitofing agrammnt‘ The 80am notified tha Cami 0f thase

dwelmpments. The Cour: remanded the case; to the Hearing E’antsl “for. reconsideratien in light of



the following: that Mr, Brooks has allegedly not Qompliéd with. his TLAI’ monitoring agmmnem;

that Mr. Brooks has allegadly violated the terms of his probation; and any other facts that have

arisen since the May 18, 2016 hearing.”

FINDZNGS 07F FACTS

File Nix 41133~7$SA§0ARB

The rglevant facts intz‘oéuced at thfi: hearing on March 17, 2017, concern events that have

transpired since £113 May 18, 20163 hearing, concaming allegations ihat Mr. Bmoks violated his

’I‘LAP monitoring agraenmm and the Harms ofhi3 probatian. Bassd upan evidence presenied at the

Maire}: 1’7“, 20173 gearing, me Hearing 13am} finds Mr. Breaks violateci me terms and conditions

mutiined by this Searing Panel an May 18, 2016. Based upon Mr. Brmks’ awn admissiona he did, .

not compiy with mas: TIA? monimfing agreemmt. He €X€Qflt€fi the: agreement can 312m: 1, 2016,

and did nothing fumes: themaf’ten ~

Exhibit 9, intmduwd at the Mating, ia a certifigd c933)! 0f an affidavit executed by tiara:

Madisén Caunty'Depafiment of Community Carrectimaa case: Workez’, Sandra Eliig, asgigmd to

overseg Mr, Brooks’ probativn, The: affidavit states; Mr. Brooks tested positive for gamma cm June

22, 2017, and he failed to apart 1:9 Cmmnuaaity Currections 11pm exiting Hem Center Mixaistries

on April 16, 2016, and did not report to Gammunity Corrections uni-ii 311116-22, 2017,

Mr. Broékg 'admittcd at £116 Mating he useé cocainéwithitd‘appmximately five: (5) days

after cmnplefing the Hape {Santa}? Ministries mogmm on June 12,1, 2016. Mr. Breaks £00k the

position that among}, he was flawed fmm the innpatiem phage (phase H) m? the. Hope Center

Miniatries program on April 16, 2016, he continued with H0356: Center Minigtries in an out~patieut

phase (phase Illj'until June 12,2016; when he compieted the grogram. Amerdingly, Mr; Brooks

took the position he was mt ebliga’tcd t0 report to Cmmmmity Corfections when he aampiated



Phase II on April 16, 2016, and the obligation did not arise until he campleted phase III on June

12, 2016‘ Mr. Brooks introduced Emil): 14, which is his certification of comglieiing the program.

Based upon Mr. Brcoks’ own admission, he maclarsmod hf: was in réport t0 Cammunity

Cormctions within twentyfour (24)}:0111‘3 ofhis release {mm Hope Center Ministrim While it is

reasonable tcs conclude: Mir. Brnoks ghouid have reported to Community Corrections with twenty»

four (24)}:0111‘8 ofAmi} 16221316316 nevertheless waitézd ten (10) additivnal days fmm completion

of the: program on Jwas 12, 2016, be report to Community Comedians.

’ SONCLUSIGNS ()FLAW

Pursuant to» Term; 8. Ct. R. 9, § 3, the license to pramice law in this state, is: a privilage am

an that 3133:}; of every recipgent of that privilege in conduct himself at £113 times; in confcn‘mi‘ty with

the standardg imposed upon members of the bar as conditiéng far the privi‘xegc: is practice law.

£56333 0% omissioflé by. an attorney which violatmhe: Ruies 0f Proffissimm (Emmet (hareinafmr

“RPC”;) of” tine State ofTannessaa Shaii abnsititum misconduct and be: grounds fay discipline.

The Board hag ahead}; established by a prepenéamnce; Qf £116 6%dethat M1”. Bmokg has

Violatad {630 834: (30,011)} (a), (ii), and (g). it i3 professional iniscanduct for alawyer to: '

(a) Vialate 0? fittfiifip€ to violam the Rules of Profess§0xzai Conduct, blowingiy assist {33*

indum anothflf :0 (10 Si); or to (19 so thmugh the acts of mummy;

(b) cammit a criminal act that reflects adversafly on the lawyer‘s 11011331537, tmstwefihilwss,

9:“ fitness 33 a lawyer in other mspacts;

"(0) angage in conduct involving dishonesty, fraué, deceit, m“ misrepresmfiafion;

(d) engage: in 9911(1th that is ljz‘zjudiciai to tixa administration ijusticeg and



(g3) kmwingly fail 11:) 1312111137113: 1111111 11 ”17111111; 111111111; 111111121“ 131111111111 111 a 311011111111i1‘1331n which 11111

1113113111: is 11 3911113, 1111111511 1:11.11 lawyer 13 11111111111111 111111131131 111111111111 (111111: 1:11:11: 11111111133111 33:11:1(3 faith

to detmnine the: 311331111131, 3311313: 11131111211133, 1:11‘13333131111‘113011 Mike 11111111311111. 11111111111111 {13:11:13 is 1111111111,

Specifica’lly, Mr: 1311111111 1111111111i1111d 111.11 1111111111111 1111111 1111 31131111311114 by 13111 331131131 33111111 3‘11»:

W111: 11111311131131 with 1111:: 111111 1.101113: as 11131111311111} by 11:23 1fc1‘mmtii11‘1 01‘ 31111112111111”: 111111 31111111

specifically 11111311111151 in 1321111113111: 5, 1:11:11 (2131121 1111 13111321311011 Vigfla‘tim 1111111111161161113 55311113111261. Hi1:

11111.1«111111‘13111111‘11311 with his 3110111111911 11:11:11: 111111 111511111111313‘ 111111 31113111111111111 1:11 the adminisixatiaa 1:11?

justim £3111 11111111311eg 11111311 :11 111113131131 1111.12“: 11 12111111 11111111 1111;111:1113 111 the 1(1V1111111i1111 11‘? his

31133113111111: 21111:} 1111,111111‘11/ingfy 1311311111 313311111: 11;) Quantifiemw{31111111311111.1111 11111111111 twaniymfmu‘ {124)

11111133 1151111 11111 111111115111 1:31111‘111113161 (311111111 11111111111113.

11: 1111114113; 18: 313211333 111111111133, 31111; 11111131113 331111111, 1111111131111131111111 @3111an 33111213111113:

31115113100111: is to 1111‘ 51153111113111: 13111111 11111 31111111351131 11f 111111 1‘11: 111111) {3) 3113111

with 5511: (6} 111111111111 {11’ 1111111111 31111331311111111111111121 1111 1%:131111‘113111 «:11: 31111111111111 3111111121111:

11) ”15611111111863 Sugmmg {21111111111111 9 31111111111. 124

Mr. $100113 11111113 (11111131231 11111111111111 31111111111113 69313111211113 ofprifimiim;

36 has 1111123111131 651111111311T13111111113m‘1 12111111311113 1113131111111 9113311111111 111113., 1111

has 111111131111 111111 a 1111‘131s1w3/311‘11‘ {1&1111‘11111 with TLAZ“; H11 5111:5131. 11011131111111 {1111111113113 118

; 11111 13111111 W111i: 3111116111111 01‘“ 31113111113131: 111161 33111113111111.

11331111 11.111111111113336 1:116: 3311112111111 01111111, M11 1313111111“ $211111 mgaga 21 3331111111111

111111131111‘11111i3 1311/11 111131311311 Who 3111111 11311111 with 1:111:11 13111111111111.311111113 $311111: 111611,

and 1111111331 1:111): wmkiy 11: 1:311:11; 1:111:11 :11 111131111111 11111 11115113 111831111 313‘611611111‘113, 11111111 113

the: 313111231111113 113111 1111111111111111111111 of 11113311 {iaadiimm 111113 11113 use 1111‘ 1111211111

1111111111111‘1111111i0113 111111 fee: agx‘mmmts. Th1: 31111111ic111 1111113111111 11111311 3111111 111111311113!

313131111121, 2:11“ 171111311 11111111111335 11:: 11111 3331111111: Mir, 1131111313111 3111111 31211161 1111:1111 31111213111111!

311111311011 111311111111; 111111 11111311131111: 1111111111 111 111111 30111111 1:31:11“ 15311111 11313131111111 11f 21. 3111111111115;

1131111171111:

332111111133, 11111 3111133111 01‘ 1111113111 31113311111111111 111111 31111111111311, 31111331116111 11111111

11:11:11; 111:) 111111; 11011131111111: 13f1‘1‘1i11111111duct 11111: 111111111 111 111111111111: 11111111111113;flaring 111111

3111;311:111 {11' 111113111131031 111111 311111111111111111211 1%51111131‘1 1:151:11 1‘6111111111‘11111d1111111‘1 13311111 131111113

111111; 11111113111111: 1:131 immmd



Mr. Brooks shall also oompioto the terms of his probation through tho,

criminal court action as ordered by that ooofi. Before his iiconso is reinstatod after

six months of active suspension, he shall complete at} the toqoiromoots of tho

administrative suspension relative to the fine: or foo that has boon assessed against

him, as well as tho OLE completion,

to the event that Mr. Brooks violates or othomiso fails to moot any

condition of probation, Disoiolinaxy Counsel is authorized to filo a potitioo to

revoke his 'ptobation‘ Upon the finding that tho rovooation to wartontod, Mr. Brooks:

shall servo tho previous deferred period of susponsioo.

At the May 181.2016, hearing, this Hoariog Panoi was very Supportive of M3: Btooks’

offotts to get his life togother, deal with his addiction and booomo a sober and poodootivo mombor

of society and tho legal profession. Tho mombors; oftho Hearing Panel were rooting for him more

than he wit} ovoi‘know.

It is mtfottunoto that, afior such a iongthy impatient and ootupotiont program, ho hogan

using with five (5) {toys of completiog tho program. Ho has had some tromoooous family 1053628

recently, and thoso are unimaginfiabio. While W5: oporooiato ”Mr. Brooks was honost ooo’

forthcoming at the boating, oven admitting that he has osod (hogs in tho past month, it to a ooooom

to this Hearing; Panel that today we haves; not hoard anything Mt. Brooks has oono it: an offort to

comply with any ot‘tho conditions wo sot out at: the May 18, 20315, boating} and Fiocjings of Foot

and Coootusions of Low tiled on June 3, 2:316.

“It is our job to protect momooro ot’tho community from anything Mr. Brooks migtz‘t- do in

tho orootioo of law whilo under the influonoo Foitunatoky, we have got hoard fromany olionts who

oioim to bo harmed by M2: Brooko, and that is a mit'aolo. Wt: have: hoard, :t‘opootodiy, that ”Mt:

Brooks continues to ongago in golfattarmiog conduct.

"When digoiplinaty viotat’iooo om established by a propondotaooo of the ovioonoo tho

opproptioto disoiplioo mostbo booed upon application oftho ABA Standards for Impooiog Lowyor

Sanctions, (“ABA Standards”) pursuant to Section 8,4, Ruio 9 of the Rules of tho Supreme Court. ‘

I5



5.12 Suspansmn is ganemiiy appmwiam What: a lawyax km’wiagly angages in,

arimirml candmt which, dim mt mnmfin the elements {isted in grandam}.

5:1 1 and thm Sariausly adwrgely mflmts cm 151%: lawyer‘s fitmsg to practicze.

6.12 guspflmiml is genzara‘lly apprczmiam Wham a iawyw imam; that @1132:

stawmams m“ {immmnts am Wing submittezd :0 me mart or; that mammal

informatim is imympmfiy being withmld, and mkm; mt} iqmnadiai actimn, am?

causas, injury 0;: pommial imjury 2C} a party m 1:31:32 iegai pmcmfiimg: <51? mums

an adverse or patentiaily advarsa exffwt an fiw 163a}, pmmeding:

6.332 Suspmsim is genmfily aypmprim Wham a lawym knew that he 01* m i3

Violating 3 mm Garcia: «131' mm: m3 mums ifijury m gamma} injury in a

(:1:m: :31“ a yam, {31‘ was£215; imarfiarwm (3r yetmiizfi inmrf’zzrmza with a laggfil

pi‘mwding.

i’urs’nam tat; MM fltandmd $9.22,, flag faiicywing aggravating famim‘s are:- pmmm in this mm

(b) a panama; aimifimndmtg

(a) Immipla mffangas;

{i} subgtmtiai ammwme in, tha pramiw {31‘ law: having ham ligansiafi in EQQU‘; am

{hi} illagzfl mmimt: inciuding that invai‘vimg this: “aim {)fQizli‘mllfid subatamm

7i , it

e

   

 

ii-Z‘ursuam 1:; Mia giazzdard 9:,fizfitE1e‘fmlinwiag :- I ‘5 mama: am mama in this; 321%:

(it) pamami or 'ammfionai pa‘mbiflms; '

(a) fuli ami frag diaaiasum ta: diséiplinary Maw {31* mmmra‘tiva atti‘tu-fia taward

«primwdfiags;

Mr, 13mm mmfiad $121: as impartanfisas his law 1331333363 13,, his 1%; is gamma impgmm. ”She:

flaming P31111931 agrws: Mr, 331mm dasewas: (371$ mgpwmnity 1:9 wm‘k 01:: big whim); free fmm am

girwg of graatirsing 1w: which, as Wis: all kmw: is a wry strfsagfixl zamfmaim, (3132* 1mm :13 mm ”by

re‘iiwing Mr, fil‘éoks m“ fiat? stress of practicing 1mg m can £31m) amthm mamas; 0f guppmfiiagg

himwlf anti gave himszzif: Ammc’iing’iy: it is “the mlimg (33f this ,Ethmi‘img Xi’ami that My. Bl‘Qfikfi 1%:

g‘uspemfled fiwm the? gamma 0fMW {31* fiw (ES) yam: pmsuam i0 Tam, 311313: (31:: R: :3}, g“; 12:2.



The 03313 of this cause, as set forth in Term. Sup. CL R. 9, § 31.3 (a), win be taxed to Mr,

810ka following entry of this judgment pursuant to the procedures established in Tam. Sup. Ct.

R. 9, § 31.3 (a).

It is 30 ordered this Wmof

 

 

_, érssa Marsh 7111’ a} {Shaft

WWMW}
Mat/1_ .Wi flayd Paneiwxba/QQW §5fl7

  

   
 

Leanne Themfianfsl Mamba-31 Egg?

NQTXCE T11 RESWNEENT

This judgment may 3311 appeaiei} pursuant £0 Term. Sup. (”31:1 R. 2‘23 § 3.3.



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a copy of the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law has been

sent to Respondent, Stephen C. Brooks, 25 Brooks Drive, Jackson, TN 38301, by US. 13' t

Class Mail, and hand-delivered to Alan D. Johnson, Disciplinary Counsel, on this the LED/U

day ofMay, 2017.

(Edam/we»
Rita Webb

Executive Secretary

NOTICE

This judgment may be appealed pursuant to Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 9, § 33 (2014) by

filing a Petition for Review in the Circuit or Chancery court within sixty (60) days of the

date of entry of the hearing panel’s judgment.


