IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TENNESSEE
AT NASHVILLE

RICHARD “RICK” HUGHES BATSON, II, BPR #1179
An Attorney Licensed In Tennessee
(Davidson County)

BPR DOCKET NO. 2004-1465-5-LC

No. M2p06 - (ZSES—SC=fA0-/4F

ORDER OF ENFORCEMENT

The Board of Professional Responsibility of the Supreme Court of Tennessee, by and
through Disciplinary Counsel, filed a Petition for Discipline and Supplemental Petition for

Discipline against the Respondent, Richard “Rick™ Batson, II, a Nashville, Tennessee lawyer.

Pursuant to Section 16.1 of Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 9, Respondent submitted a
Conditional Guilty Plea in exchange for a stated form of discipline. The Guilty Plea
embraces complaint numbers 27021¢-5-1.C and 27699-5-LC. A copy of the Conditional Guilty
Plea is attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein. The Conditional Guilty Plea was
approved by the Hearing Panel (see Exhibit B) and the Board of Professional Responsibility.

Respondent admitted his guilt of violating DR 1-102(A}1)}(4)(5)(6); DR 6-101(A)
(1)X(2)(3); DR 7-101(A)}1)(2)(3)(4) of the Code of Professional Responsibility and Rules 1.1;
1.2; 1.3; 1.4 and §.4(a)(d) of the Tennessee Rules of Professional Conduct.

It is therefore ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED that the Respondent, Richard
“Rick” Hughes Batson, II, be suspended from the practice of law for a period of one (1) year and
shall be evaluated by the Tennessee Lawyers Assistance Program (TLAP) and follow any

recommendations of TLAP.



ORDER OF ENFORCEMENT
Richard “Rick” Hughes Batson, I, Respondent, BPR #11794
BPR Docket No. 2004-1465-5-L.C

It is further ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED that Respondent, Richard
“Rick” Hughes Batson, II, shall pay the costs in this matter of $1.526.00 and in addition, shall

pay the Clerk of this Court the costs incurred herein, for all of which execution shall issue, 1f

necessary.

The Board of Professional Responsibility is directed to make notification of this

suspension as provided in Section 18.5 of Supreme Court Rule 9.

-
1
ENTERED this _ & 2 day of Aorao o LA _.2006.

FOR THE COURT:

APPROVED FOR ENTRY:

“Ssa A Chaitter

Laura .. Chastain, BPR #12018
Deputy Chief Disciplinary Counsel
1101 Kermit Drive, Suite 730
Nashville, TN 37217

615-361-7500
BatsonOrderEnforcement2005-1.C

0 Bkt ok Tr

Richard “Rick” Hughes Batson, II, BPR #11794
509 Lake Valley Court
Franklin, TN 37069

-
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Law in Tennessee

{Davidson County)

CONDITIONAL GUILTY PLEA

Comes now the Respondent, Richard “Rick” Batson, I, and pursuant to Section
16.1 of Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 9 tenders this Conditional Guilty Plea showing the Court

as follows:

1. Respondent has been served with a Petition for Discipline on September 29,

2004 and a Supplemental Petition for Discipline on January 4, 2005,

2. Respondent is represented by himself.

3. Respondent has been advised by Disciplinary Counsel and is aware that he is
entitled to a hearing to determine the extent of discipline based on the charges set forth in the
Petition for Discipline and Supplenental Petition for Discipline before 2 Hearing Committce.

EXHIBIT

A
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4. Respondent is aware that he is entitled to make appeals of the Hearing
Committee's decision to the Chancery Court and to the Supreme Court of Tennessee if he 1s

dissatisfied with the decision of the lower tribunal.

5. Respondent desires to specifically waive such hearing and appeals provided
that this Conditional Guilty Plea is accepted by the Board of Professional Responsibility and the

Supreme Court of Tennessee.

6. Respondent is aware that, should he desire a hearing as to the extent of
discipline based upon the charges set forth in the Petition for Discipline, he would have the right
to testify and to present evidence in his behalf, including the right to subpoena witnesses in his

favor, however, he desires to waive those rights and to submit this Conditional Guilty Plea.

7. Respondent enters this Conditional Guilty Plea freely and voluntarily, without
being subjected to coercion or duress, and he is fully aware of the implications of submitting this

Conditional Guilty Plea.

8. Respondent admits his guilt of violating the following Disciplinary Rules of
the Code of Professional Responsibility: DR 1-1 OZ(A)(15(4)(5)(6); DR 6-101(A)(1)(2)(3); DR 7-
101(AY1}2)(3)(4) and Rules 1.1; 1.2; 1.3; 1.4 and 8.4(a)(d) of the Tennessee Rules of
Professional Conduct. This Conditional Guilty Plea embraces File Nos. 27021¢-5-LC and

27699-5-1L.C.

-



9. If approved, the discipline or stated form of punishment shall be that the
Respondent shall be suspended from the practice of law for one (1) year and shall be evaluated
by the Tennessee Lawyers Assistance Program (TLAP) and follow any recommendations of

TLAP.

10. Respondent agrees to reimburse the Board of Professional Responsibility the

cost of the expenses of this proceeding in the amount of §

11. In the event this Conditional Guilty Plea is not accepted and approved by the
Board of Professional Responsibility and the Supreme Court of Tennessee, it shall be considered

void and of no effect.

This Conditional Guilty Plea has been executed on this 7Sy day of

j % 40 , 200 5/ by the Respondent.

Richard “Rick” Batson, I
BPR #117%4

509 Lake Valley Court
Frankiin, TN 37069
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STATE OF TENNESSEE

COUNTY OF \/\}u_,l, { Bt So Ay

Subscribed and sworn before me, a notary public, in the State of Tennessee, on

f
this the 5.~ day of __ o] i1, 2005,

Notary Public é(rt st ¢ ke

My Commission Expires:___[ [ [ (] ’ M

This Conditional Guilty Plea is hereby submitted by Disciplinary Counsel, who
has approved and recommends this discipline by consent of Respondent as evidenced by

counsel’s signature below.

gt el

Laura.. Chastain, BPR #12018
Deputy Chief Disciplinary Counsel
1101 Kermit Drive, Suite 730
Nashville, TN 37217
615-361-7500

BatsonCGP-LC



Tennessee Lawyers Assistance Program
TLAP
T for DISCLOSURE, RELEASE, and/or OBTAIN INFORMATION

I, gl C,M( é—g%‘&+50(\)jj:. '(NAME} 5£\ 6" —’ J q“{ (Atﬁggggg;

hereby authorize the Tennessee Lawyers Assistance Program (TLAP) to
\ngCLQSE,
VC.FLEASE.
BTAIN
information, files, or records pertaining to me (including information, files, or recerds concerning alcohol/drug treatment or use, mental
nealth treatment, physical treatment, AIRS/HIV and other communicable diseases, test results and/or diagnosis and treatment), for the
purposes of assisting TLAP in designing my health monitoring plan and providing continuity of care.

Name of Authorized Person, Eﬂtity, or Qrganization LAU EA (’/H'A %’m \ M
ZopRD oF PRDECSS1DNAL RESPORSVBWAY

Phone

Address

City, State, Zip
The specific information to be disclosed, released, and/or obtained will be_limite_d to the following:

L |

History of lliness 'Heg_lth and/or Monitoring Contract(s)
. N

Diagnostic Summary Progress. Notes

L Discharge Summary Verification of Participation / Compliance
- '

] .
Sodlal History Attendance at Therapy

Physical Examination Substance Abiise Treatment & Progress

Psychoiogical Testing & Evaluatiorn Medical / ER / Clinic Report

Psychiatric Evaluation Pertinent Laboratory Findings

Neurological Examination | Legal information

Ly

OTHER

! nereby release, discharge, and exonerate TLAP and any other person or organization supplying requested decuments, records, or
other information peraining to me, from any and ali liability of every nature and kind arising out of furnishing such document, record,
and other information pursuant to this Authorization. | am aware that |nformation Gbtained from other sources will nat be made
available 1 me by TLAP, and that to the ‘extent | want copies of any such information, it will be my responsibility to obtain it directly from

that source,
This Authorization is subject to writien revocation by the undersigned at any time, except to the exient that action has been taken in

reliance thereon. If not earlier revoked in writing, this authoriiatw terminate automatically three (3) years from the date below.
. Authorizing Signature ,/7 / \/M 7/
Printed Name 72(%/&& & /E’AVF-S@ J—I Date Z/Z{ADL/
Withess Wﬁ %(/ m\‘/

Prmteg,ua{ WMM P ET > Date 7~ 2 S ~ORS

. LRt o n T T ':iﬁ‘-lf Aot d Yl 5. ekl R J
Please note Lhis information may be discios2d e sou from records whose confidentiolity s s protectedny [amweal w. Cederal
© regulntion 42 CFR fPart X proninits you frofim, AR Furiner Gisclosuse without specific writt, BTt Ty e ergm tnhey
% pertoins, of 35 otherwise permifted by such regularions, A general authorization for-the relegss o

e nAat o fflrinat fme bmie e e
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IN THE DISCIPLINARY DISTRICT V

OF THE BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY
OF THE

SUPREME COURT OF TENNESSEE

FILED
7 Jeo
B@ARD OF PROFESSIONAL RESAONSIBILITY
) * OF THE
IN RE: RICHARD H. BATSON, II SUPREME COURT OF TENNESSEE
BPR NO. 011794 * 7. 7007
Exeqfﬁive Secretary
RESPONDENT. * DOCKET NO. 2004-1465-5-LC =
OPINION AND ORDER OF HEARING PANEL
1. The initjal Petition for Discipline in this matter was filed on September 28,
2004. A Supplemental Petition for Discipline was filed on January 14, 2005.
2. Respondent Batson failed to file an answer to either Petition. Thereafter, on

March 23, 2005, this Hearing Panel granted Disciplinary Counsel’s Motion for Default Judgment and
set a hearing for sanctions on April 6, 2005.

3. On April 1, 2005, Respondent Batson filed a Motion to Set Aside Default
Judgment and Motion to Reset Hearing. By Order dated May 31, 2005, the Hearing Panel denied the
Motion to Set Aside Default Judgment and granted the Motion to Reset Hearing.

4, On the day before the reset hearing on sanctions, Respondent Batson and
Disciplinary Counsel entered into a Conditional Guilty Plea dated July 25, 2005.

5. Thereafter on October 4, 2005, Respondent filed a Motion to Withdraw
Conditional Guilty Plea Prior to Acceptance by the Supreme Court. A hearing on that Motion was
initially scheduled on March 30, 2006. At the request of Respondent, due to njuries he suffered in
an accident, that hearing was rescheduled fo May 3, 2006. .At the request of Disciplinary Counsel,

who was subsequently scheduled to appear in a matier before the Tennessee Supreme Court, that

hearing was rescheduled for August 23, 2006.

EXHIBIT
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6. At the hearing on August 23, 2006, Respondent Batson requested permission
to withdraw his previously filed Motion to Withdraw Conditional Guilty Plea. Respondent Batson
also stated that he was willing to proceed with and to abide by the terms of the Conditional Guilty
Plea initially entered into on July 25, 2005. Respondent’s oral request to withdraw his Motion was
not opposed by Disciplinary Counsel.

7. It is the opinion of this Hearing Panel that Respondent’s oral request for
permission to withdraw his Motion to Withdraw Conditional Guilty Plea should be granted and that
the Conditional Guilty Plea dated July 25, 2005 shouid be recommended to the Tennessee Supreme
Court. The Hearing Panel finds that no evidence offered at the hearing or in the record indicates that
the Conditional Guilty Plea was entered under improper duress. Respondent willingly, and
understanding the terms thereof, entered into the Conditional Guilty Plea. Respondent reiterated at
the hearing his willingness to abide by the terms of the Conditiona! Guilty Plea.

THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED, that
Respondent Batson’s request to withdraw his Motion to Withdraw Conditional Guilty Plea is granted
and that the Conditional Guilty Plea dated July 25, 2005 should be recommended to the Tennessee

Supreme Court.

This ;' day of September, 2006. ﬂ/j/ % g

Paul A. Alexis
Chauperson Hearin! Panel

ton S St Gk
”ﬁm

Jordan S. Keller
"Hearing Officer

Antie C. Martin - .
Heanng Officer __;:;:'f- :

W f//ﬂff fm%}%m
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Board Professional Responsibility
1101 Kermit Dr., Suite 730
Nashville, TN 37217

Invoice submitted to:
Richard H. Batson, |l

P. O. Box 198725

Nashville, TN 37219

September 13, 2005

Invoice # 2403

Professional Services

3/10/2004 LLC
3/25/2004 LLC
4/20/2004 LLC

5/4/2004 LLC
51712004 LLC
512512004 LLC
6/10/2004 LLC
6/15/2004 LLC
7/19/2004 LLC
7129/2004 LLC

8/11/2004 LLC
8/27/2004 LLC
9/27/2004 LLC
3/29/2005 LLC

Review file and send second notice to Respondent.

#27021

Review file and send third letter to Respondent; calendar.

#27021

Review file and send fourth notice to Respondent.

#27021

Review file and Respondent's response; Send letter to Complainant.
#27021

Review file and Complainant's reply; Send letter to Respandent.
#27021

Review of file and sent second request for response to Respondent.
#27021

Review of file and sent third request for response to Respondent.
#27021

Letter to Respondent.

#27021 .

Review of file and sent fourth request for reSponse to Respondent.
#27021

Telephone conference with Complainant's attorney; review file and send
third letter to Respondent; calendar.

#27021

Review file and send fourth notice to Respondent.

#27021

Review file and Respondent's response; Send letter to Complainant.
#27021

tLetter to Complainant.

#27021

{ efter to Complainant.

#27021

Hours Amount
0.30 8.00
0.30 9.00
0.30 9.00
0.40 12.00
0.40 12.00
0.30 9.00
0.30 9.00
0.30 9.00
0.30 9.00
0.80 24.00
0.40 12.00
0.40 12.00
0.40 12.00
0.30 9.00



Richard H. Batson, |l

71712005 LLC
LLC

Letter to McGowan/Brenda Baker/Dorine Crank.
#27021

Letter to Complainant.

#27021 '

For professional services rendered

Balance due

Invoice # 2404

Professional Services

11/17/2004 LLC
12/21/2004 LLC
3/29/2005 LLC

71712005 LLC

Letter to the Circuit Court Clerk.
#27699

Review file and send second notice to Respondent.

#27699
Letter to Complainant.
#27699
Letter to Complainant.
#27699

For professional services rendered

Additional Charges :

Page 2

14/23/2004 Dickson Co. Circuit Court Clerk, Pamela A. Myatt - copies on Case No. CV 1789 (48 pages
@ $0.50 per page & 1 page certified @ $3 per page).
#276929

Total costs

Total amount of this bill

Balance due

Hours Amount
0.30 9.00
0.30 9.00
580 $174.00

$174.00

Hours Amount
0.30 9.00
0.30 9.00
0.30 9.00
0.30 9.00
1.20 $36.00

27.00
$27.00
$63.00
$63.00



Richard H. Batson, ii

invoice # 2405

Professional Services

Page 3

Hours Amount
9/27/2004 LLC Prepared Petition for Discipline. 1.00 80.00
Dkt #1465
11/15/2004 LLC Prepared Motion for Default. 0.50 40.00
. Dkt #1485
12/22/2004 LLC Prepared Supplemental Petition for Discipline. 0.75 60.00
Dkt #1465
2/7/2005 LLC Prepared Motion for Default. 0.50 40.00
Dkt #1465 '
3/28/2005 LLC Prepared Brief, 2.00 160.00
Dkt #1465
4/4/2005 LLC Prepared Response to Respondent's Motion to Set Aside, 0.75 650.00
Dkt #1465
LLC Affidavit of Cheryl Dunn regarding Respondent. 0.50 40.00
Dkt #1465
7/22/2005 LLC Letter to Respondent. 0.30 24.00
Dkt #1465 -
7/25/2005 LLC Prepared Conditional Guilty Plea. 0.50 40.00
Dkt #1465 :
For professional services rendered 6.80  $544.00
Additional Charges :
7/16/2005 Long distance phone expense. 1.00
Dkt #1465
9/13/2005 Document Solutions, Inc. - estimate to copy and mail press release. 135.00
Dkt #1465
Total costs $136.00
Total amount of this bill $680.00
Balance due $680.00



Board Professional Responsibility
1101 Kermit Dr., Suite 730
Nashville, TN 37217

Invoice submitted to:
Richard H. Batson, Il

P. O. Box 188725
Nashville, TN 37219

September 13, 2005

Invoice # 2403

Invoice # 2404

Invoice # 2405

GRAND TOTAL

Prev. Bal/

Service Tax/ Payments/ New Chgs/

Fees/ Sales Tax/ Credits/ Pm/Cr/Reff
Costs Interest Refunds New Bal
$174.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $174.00
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$174.00

$36.00 $0.00 50.00 $0.00
$27.00 $0.00 $0.00 $63.00
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$63.00

$544.00 $0.00 $0.00 50.00
$136.00 $0.00 $0.00 $680.00
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$680.00

$754.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
$163.00 $0.00 $0.00 $817.00
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$917.00 -




Board Professional Respansibility
1101 Kermit Dr., Suite 730
Nashville, TN 37217

Invoice submitted to:

Richard H. Batson, Il

P. 0. Box 198725
Nashville, TN 37219

September 08, 2006

Invoice # 2602

Professional Services

Hours Amount

9/12/2005 LLC Letter to Respondent. .30 24.00
Dkt #1465

LLC Prepared Order of Enforcement. 0.50 40.00

Dkt #1465 :

8/9/2006 LLC Prepared Subpoena for Laura Gatrell. 0.50 40.00
Dkt #1465

LLC Letter to Clerk and Master. 0.30 24.00
Dkt #1465

LLC Letter to Sheriff. 0.30 24,00
Dkt #1465

8/23/2006 LLC Hearing. 2.00 160.00
Dkt #1465

LLC Hearing preparation. 2.50 200.00
Dkt #1465

For professicnal services rendered £6.40 $512.00

Additional Charges :

8/9/2006 Sheriff of Davidsan County - cost to serve subpoena on withess for 8/23/06 hearing. 22.00

Dkt #1465

B/31/2006 Beres & Associates (Laurie Francisco, court reporter) - Inv. #1919 for per diem at hearing held 75.00
8/23/086,
Dkt #1465
Total costs $87.00
Total amount of this bill . $609.00

T G17.00
1526 .00



