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MEMPHIS LAWYER PUBLICLY CENSURED

John H. Parker, of Memphis, was publicly censured by the Board of Professional
Responsibility on January 30, 2003. The censure was issued by the Board pursuant to Rule 9,
Section 8 of the Rules of the Tennessee Supreme Court. Parker did not request a hearing on the
matter.

In one complaint filed against Mr. Parker in his capacity as trustee, the Board found that
he encroached upon the corpus of an irrevocable trust in 2000 and 2001 to pay himself attorney
fees which were disputed by the client/grantor. Parker could not be involuntarily removed as
trustee as long as the trust produced no income except upon court action, and he refused to resign
as trustee until December of 2002 - - athough the grantor and beneficiaries had demanded his
resignation since the fall of 2001.

Given the absence of any provision within the trust granting Parker the authority to
encroach upon the trust corpus to pay himself disputed attorney fees, the Board found that
Parker’s reliance upon the general powers of trustees described in Title 50, T.C.A., in justifying
his actions to be misplaced.

The Board concluded that Parker misappropriated entrusted funds of his client, and that

he was exceedingly dilatory by not restoring the funds to the corpus of the trust and by not
resigning as trustee until December of 2002.
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